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New Sandwell Artists
Exhibition Now Open!

Sandwell Council have teamed up with The Art Yard to
launch a new art exhibition at the Council House in Oldbury.
The exhibition is free to see and is open until 15™ September

- go and check it out! A big thanks to the Art Yard for a

fantastic exhibition! If anyone is interested in doing
something similar, email Stacey!
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Ready o try watercolour?

Images rc-m previous courseq
Join me for our next relaxed and supportive block of watercolour

Sessions.

Starts: Week beginning 13th April
Duration: 6 weekly sessions
Time: Tue/Thur 10am-1pm

Location: The Art Yard bé4 5HX

Block Booking
Early booking rate: £110
Standard block price: £132
Individual sessions: £22 (subject to availability)
All materials included.

Booking the full block guarantees your place and helps with planning. www.beckymecartney.com

@ beckymecartney.art

All-Day Portralt Art Sessions

The A.rt Yard

SUNDAY

DATES 21/06,

04/01, 26/07

01/02, 30/08,

01/03, 27/09,

29/03 With lead artist: 18/10’

26/04, | chrispanioge | 29/11 R | p S

31/05, 27/12 PERFECT FOR ANYONE WHO FEELS UNSURE WHERE TO BEGIN WITH DRAWING.

For details email to: infoartyard@gmail.com EACH WEEK WE EXPERIMENT WITH PLAYFUL MIXED-MEDIA TECHNIQUES USING PENCIL, INK, CHARCOAL, PASTEL

OR COLLAGE. THROUGH SIMPLE OBSERVATIONAL PROMPTS AND STILL-LIFE SETUPS, YOU'LL LOOSEN UP, TRY
NEW MATERIALS, AND ENJOY THE PROCES5 OF MAKING MARKS AND CREATING.

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED - JUST CURIOSITY. . i
STARTING TUESDAY 147" APRIL S \ g

e At Yard TO BOOK OR FIND 0UT MORE

B&4 SHX g
1:30-3:30PM DI, T
W 2
ALL MATERIALS AND s

-
REE R ER NSNS INCIUDED wwww.beckymecartney.com/courses k=




THE CREATV
I{ICI{STI-TIHT

DIGITAL SKILLS WORKSHOP

TURN YOUR IDEAS INTO CONTENT

Filming | Editing | Designing | Resources

Online or in-person
50C Best Street, Cradley Heath, B64 5PA

Creatives & Freelancers
Business Owners
Podcasters

Creative Beginners

THE

GRAPEVINE JOIN OUR COMMUNITY CREATV
PODCAST WWW.CREATVHUB.CO.UK/SIGN-UP HUB

Tickets are available on Eventbrite



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-creatv-kickstart-digital-skills-workshop-tickets-1989269130519?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-creatv-kickstart-digital-skills-workshop-tickets-1989269130519?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

WEST BROMWICH INDOOR MARKET
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TOP-TIER ENTERTAINMENT IN WEST BROM.
Fnlnnvs IN PARTNERSHIP WITH BIG BEAR MUSIC!

JPM-10PM 1 LIVE BLUES STREET FOOD & DRINKS"

*Cocktail and alcoholic/non alcoholic beverages are available. (alcohol served 5pm-9pm).

!'llENR""'Sr e = Sandwell WEST BROMWICH

INDOOR MARKET




Sandwell Libraries, Museums and Archives presents.. :H:E _ADL]:N-E POET
Harry Fletcher

Tipton Library

Friday 31°* July 2026

f\)/II? 5 6.30PM

NIGHTS -
26 6 830PM

The sixth headline poet for our Sandwell Stanzas open mic poetry nights
1s previous Staffordshire Young Poet Laureate 24-25, Harry Fletcher! He
was commissioned by Lichfield Cathedral for the retirement of
staffordshire Lord Lieutenant. We have plenty of open mic slots available
for you to share the same stage as the incredible Harry, in this inclusive
poetry night open to all ages and walks of life.
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SANDWELL VALLEY -1 AUGUST

Celebrate National Play Day at Sandwell Summer Festival on 1 August at
Sandwell Valley, 11am-5pm — a free, fun-filled day for the whole family!

Enjoy carnival games, circus skills, giant bubbles, and don't miss Brimstone the
Dragon bringing the magic to life.

To book your place scan the QR Code

= m\%\ AL A




pPUHLUUVLVUVUVLVLUVUVWL

e cpeate
characters

» build sets

o make costumes

fun § creative e create music
= e learning lines

@ activities " ARLRV
family & friends invited

to a sharing at the end
of the week!

\ | DEVISE & PERFORM A
—
SHIRELAND CBSG

Providence Place
West Bromwich
\% West Midlands
W\ Brossz =

BOOK
NOW
£65

hello@curlgirlproductions.com

wiww.curlgiriproductions.com

WWW.BIRMINGHAMJAZZFESTIVAL.COM
FESTIVAL@BIGBEARMUSIC.COM
HOTLINE: 0121 454 7020

W Q@BIRMJAZIFEST #BJBFESTIVAL
i BIRMINGHAM JAZZ & BLUES FESTIVAL
@ @BIRMINGHAMJAZZFESTIVAL

Check out more information here



https://www.birminghamjazzfestival.com/calendar-not-finished
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11am, Saturday 27 June

ILLUMINATING
THE CHANCE
GLASSWORKS'’
E H I BITION AN%LEKERJ
LAUNCH ==

A preferencs will be given to the childrey
ments, but if the School he net filled by them|

SR T Ty e B
Reading, Writing, Arithmetie, Grammar, G
of Knowledge, as soon as the childven are
Charge will be to the Children of our work-p
CURATED BY ST

Payment to be made in advance regularly

" SANDWELL ARCHIVES sz

vigidly enforced.  The Boys must come to S0
as may be found desivable for promoting the

The Master (\I Talbot) will tued.u.!:
x:,ﬁom m:?. "Clock, o receive applieats
for the adm of their boys, A Girls Sd}]l
possible.
© Our anxious desire is to give the Childrd
suited o their position in-society, aond cypeci]
and moral prineiples.

The Schools have heen evected at the joi
of them rests execlusively, by mulnel consent,

Smetlwick, Oclober 108k, 1845,

P.8. A parent must in all cases attend wif

Join us for an exhibition

celebrating archival research and

art created by our local
community.

>~ Exhibition runs between Saturday
27 June- Thursday 23 July.

' "iCentral Library, West Bromwich,
| B70 8DZ

ARTWORK BY ZERUIAH THOMPSON

s THE
ARCHIVES iy Pilerim  TheWolfson*
REVEALED o iage Trffst Foundation |- “ATONAL
ARCHIVES Sandwell Libraries & Archives
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st EUENT HIGHEIGHTs o
Winner of Black Country Talent contest

Sporting experiences
y Dance and Theatre presentations 2 A
~ Small business stalls €
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CAPE CUSTARD (by Black Country Touring):
Get ready for a voyage like no other! Step inside our magical
Inflatable theatre and transport your family to the faraway
shores of Cape Custard.

'Cape Custard - A Lighthouse Adventure' is a thrilling, fun-
filled quest where our heroes discover that the toughest
repairs aren’t always mechanical. It’s a bright, bold, and

heartwarming story about bridging the gap with those who
feel different, and discovering what truly matters.

A broken light on Cape Custard’s majestic lighthouse sets
the scene for mystical mayhem and a madcap adventure. A
lens fitter sent all the way from Smethwick’s famous Chance

Glassworks meets Cape Custard’s unconventional keeper.

Together, they’re on a mission to fix a life-saving marvel of

modern technology.

Stay on for crafting activities after the performance,
Inspired by the lighthouses built in the Chance Brothers
Glassworks.

Suitable for ages 3+
BSL interpreted

Access information for each of the venues can be found at
bctouring.org.uk/cape-custard

Friday 24th July 2026 - 20th August at Black Country
Venues
Tickets here
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http://bctouring.org.uk/cape-custard
https://bctouring.ssboxoffice.com/events/cape-custard/
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https://bctouring.ssboxoffice.com/events/cape-custard/

Letters You’ll Never Send (by Corrie McGuire
Management):
'Letters You'll Never Send' is a live theatre event.
An evening of juicy storytelling of revelations, secrets and
healthy catharsis, from collected anonymous letters,
performed by a bunch of incredible actors.

Formed by Katie McGarry when she spent a summer writing
40 handwritten letters to people she knew, sealed them
lovingly and then decided to NEVER EVER send them. Over
her dead body! These were the things she could not say. The
things that would shake the core of her relationships,
hidden secrets she had kept for decades, things she never
got to say to people she would never get to see again...
Some heartbreaking, some hilarious and some downright
cringeworthy. So she decided to create a show out of them -
naturally. But she didn't just want her letters... she wanted
YOURS as well. So she reached out to the internet and lo
and behold, the letters started flooding in. Letters to dead
relatives, to mothers, fathers, wives, first loves, ex-friends
and more... and a show was born!

The event includes drinks and nibbles upon arrival, please
inform us if you have any allergies when you book your
ticket.

DOORS OPEN 7pm.

Tickets: https://bctouring.ssboxoffice.com/events/letters-
youll-never-send/
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‘River Tours: The Avon’ Theatre Tour from Stans Cafe

What makes a river special is what happens along it, on it and in it.
Gather round Studio MEAD’s extraordinary three metre long textile map
for a 55 minute tour of the world famous and much loved River Avon.

Tour dates are between Saturday 1st August - Sunday 16th August. Going
to venues along the River Avon, such as the RSC.

Tour dates can be found via this link: https://stans.cafe/project/project-
river-tours/river-tours-the-avon/



https://stans.cafe/project/project-river-tours/river-tours-the-avon/
https://stans.cafe/project/project-river-tours/river-tours-the-avon/
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INFAMOUS ARTS PRESENT

THE ToYMA
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A FAMILY FESTIVE SHOW OF
TRADITIONAL STORIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD
SUITABLE FOR ALL AGES

GURRENTLY TAKING BOOKINGS FOR OUR
‘WINTER 2026 MIDLANDS TOUR

SUITABLE FOR ALL SIZE VENUES, [IBRARIES B
SCHOOLS

FOR FURTHER DETAILS GONTAECT US;
INFO@INFAMOUSART 8.GO.UK
0121 139 3410
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Exhibition Artist Callout
Smethwick Puppetry Festival
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Smethwick Puppetry Festival 2027

Exhibition Commission
About Smethwick Puppetry Festival

Smethwick Puppetry Festival has been running since 2024, bringing professional puppetry
performances for children, families and adults to community venues during February
half-term. The 2027 festival will run from 13th-21st February 2027 in venues across
Smethwick (Black Country, West Midlands).

Alongside the live performances, the festival hosts an exhibition every year relating to the
world of puppetry and puppet theatre. This year, we are looking to commission an artist to
curate the exhibition through an open call.

Previ hibiti

In 2025, we hosted ‘A Grandly Strange Exhibition’ by Marc Parrett of The Object Project.
This featured a collection of automata created by Marc which were connected together into
one giant moving piece. Alongside the exhibition, visitors were asked to draw their own
creatures and automata and add them to the wall of inventions.

16



In 2026, Bronia Evers and Peter Stevenson collaborated to create ‘The Crankie Forest’, an
exhibition of crankies and crankie art. The space was filled with crankies, scrolls and
drawings, with the hanging scrolls creating a ‘forest’ effect. Visitors contributed to a
community scroll which was cranked for an audience at the end of the week.

We are seeking an artist to curate the 2027 exhibition for the festival. The exhibition must
connect to puppetry in some way but other than that we are open to ideas! The artist will be
responsible for designing and curating the exhibition, installation and take down of the work
and being available throughout the festival to steward the exhibition space.

Artist brief:

o The exhibition will take place in Thimblemill Library, Smethwick, within their
community room. The room is 6m at its widest, 4m at its narrowest, with a
total length of 9m

o The exhibition should be suitable for all ages, both children and adults

o The artist must be available 13th-21st February 2027 and Friday 12th
February 2027 to install the exhibition

o As well as the exhibition, we would like an interactive or participatory element
to go alongside the displays as in previous years

17



Eee

The fee for the commission is £4000.00, excluding travel and accommodation. We will
consider contributions towards travel and accommodation on an individual basis with the
chosen artist. Artists can make joint applications but the fee would remain the same for the
commission.

Who can apply?

The commission is open to professional artists aged 18+ who are available for the whole
festival. Artists can make joint applications.

How to apply

e Email your name, CV, links to previous work/portfolio and your idea for the
commission to |Jaura@bctouring.co.uk

e Feel free to include a sketch or drawing of your idea with your application

e Deadline for submissions is Friday 31st July 2026

e Informal interviews will take place at the end of August with Genevieve Say (Artistic
Director of BCT) and Laura Leech (Festival Programmer). These can be in person or
online

e A decision will be made at the beginning September

Ifyou would prefer to submit an application in an alternative format, please get in touch with
Laura at laura@bctouring.co.uk or call 0121 533 7129.

Ifyou have any questions or would like more information, please contact Laura at
laura@bctouring.co.uk or call 0121 533 7129.

18
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Spectra’s fantastic Community
Company are performing at .
Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery \\_
on Wednesday 8th July, with a brand-
new show inspired by stained glass.
There will be an afternoon and
evening performance.

)

Following the success of last year’s A
Twist of Fete, thisis not a
performance to miss. i .
Tickets are on sale now:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-
we-make-it-tickets-1991354424690

— —

]

In a world that isn’t always full of light, being ‘{;59“”"“"""’ "l Sandwel
together this way may be exactly how we make it. ™| awrs counci

ENGLAND

£a Funded by
UK Government

Job Opening at Spectral

Spectra is seeking a freelance Job Coach to work alongside two BOSS. trainees to support them to
develop their skills, knowledge and experience over the course of a year.

BOSS. is a training programme for learning disabled people who are passionate about the arts making
a positive difference in the world. In September, two trainees will join Spectra staff to learn about
being leaders in an arts organisation over the course of one year.

Find the full callout, including in Easy Read here: Your paragraph text
Closing date: 5pm, Tuesday 7th July 2026
Terms: Freelance contract, September 2026 - September 2027
Fee: £14,332.50
Location: Hybrid - Sandwell, West Midlands, and working remotely
We seek to support access costs where possible. Please don't hesitate to contact us to discuss further.
If you need or would prefer the job description or the application form in another format, please
contact eman@wearespectra.co.uk
This role is made possible by funding from Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, Arts Council England and The
National Lottery Community Fund - Reaching Communities
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-we-make-it-tickets-1991354424690
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https://wearespectra.co.uk/2026/06/16/spectra-is-seeking-a-job-coach/
mailto:eman@wearespectra.co.uk
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Skills Share
What knowledge or skills can you share?
What do you want to learn from someone else?

Task & Finish Group

What local issues do you want to help solve?

Community Guide

Bring your memories, recommendations and favourite spots
to add to our Community Guide map!

Library of Things

Sign up to help develop a library of tools and equipment for residents to share

Thimblemill Library
3rd Tuesday Every Month, drop in 2-5pm & 6-8pm
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https://outsideleft.com/night-out.php

v/l lelom:Y

Dottiec
COMMBMUN TY FR DGE

Enabling buginecces and individuale to waste lecs through the charing of

good quality food that'c within itc uce-by date

Open to all

Tuesday 12pm - 2pm

Wednesday 9.30am - 12pm
& Spm - 7pm
Thursday 12pm - 3pm
Friday 9.30am

We aim to provide a

minimum of 3 iteme per
vieit, however we are
reliant on curplus
donatione co cannot

alwaye guarantee thic.

A

DOROTHYPARKES

Community Centre

THE DOROTHY PARKES CENTRE
CHURCH ROAD, SMETHWICK, B&7 6EH
0121 558 2998
CHARITY NO. 1093189

-12pm

Spread the word!
Drop off surplus food

Volunteer to help maintain
the service

Thank you

How to support the fridge:

We can accept donations,
but they muct be
trangported in a cooler
bag, ctraight from your
Fridge. We cannot accept

any home-cooked items.
&“‘"’m”“'m
Jpnciﬁ
Registered with
@ FUNDRAISING
REGULATOR
FACEBOOK: @DOROTHYPARKESCENTRE

INSTAGRAM: DOROTHYPARKES
EMAIL: ADMIN@DOROTHYPARKES.ORG

LIVING

WAGE

EMPLOYER

WEBSITE: WWW.DOROTHYPARKES.ORG
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Join the Sandwell Cultural Forum

ADD YOUR EVENTS TO VISIT
SANDWELL TODAY

If you have an event in Sandwell, PLEASE
add it to Visit Sandwell by clicking here!

We want more Sandwell events on Visit Do you know someone who wants
Sandwell - if you need any help with adding

events, please contact Stacey! to join the Sandwell Forum?
Email Stacey via:
stacey_bagdi@sandwell.gov.uk

A support video to add
events on
Visit Sandwell is here! @

Sandwell Libraries and Archives

22nd July!

Book Tickets

Here AT THE LIBRARY

DAVID

West Bromwich Town Hall
Tickets: £5 plus booking fee

| |
"k Sandwel

ciation with Waterstone's Walsall and Pan Macmillan Publishers.
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https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://www.ticketsource.com/sandwell-libraries-and-archives/author-david-baldacci-live-talk-book-signing/e-dlyeqj
https://www.ticketsource.com/sandwell-libraries-and-archives/author-david-baldacci-live-talk-book-signing/e-dlyeqj
https://www.ticketsource.com/sandwell-libraries-and-archives/author-david-baldacci-live-talk-book-signing/e-dlyeqj
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Q Featured Events Listing &

Click on the text below to find out more about the events and to book

Sandwell Museums:
Haden Hill House
e | ots of exciting family fun events at Haden click here for the full list!

Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery
e | ots of history talks and family summer fun at Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery

Oak House Museum
e There’s a ton of activities happening at Oak House this summer - click here!

Bromwich Hall
e Check out the amazing events happening at Bromwich Hall

Sandwell Libraries:
e | ots coming up, book via Ticketsource <-click here
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https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/5
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/3
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/2
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/4
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/sandwell-libraries-and-archives

Cultural Forum Members List

1000 Trades
Abigail Villarroel (Artist
Anthony McFarlane (Artist)

Black Country Multicultural Day Team

Black Country Touring

Black Heritage Walks Network
Bearwood Community Hub
Bearwood Promoters

Big Bear Music

Birmingham Opera
Birmingham Music Archive
Black Country Living Museum
Blue Sheep Books

Brendan Hawthorne - Poet
Bright Young Minds

Canal & River Trust

City of Birmingham Orchestra
Charlottte McDermott - Poet
Chance Heritage Trust

Curl Girl Productions
Creative Black Country
Creatv Hub

Dalbir Singth Ratta - Music
Drama AND SOME cic
European's Welfare Association

Faith-Brynel Insights
Fantastic Journeys
Filmgage

Infamous Arts
Jessica - Artist

Keith Bracey - Poet
Kickstarts Dance
Learn with Lolonyo
Little Earthquake
Luke Perry (Artist),
Melonie Barnaby - Poet
ME Dance

Method in Motion
Misfits Music
Multistory

Noir Hub CIC

O'Driscoll Collective

Outside Left

Qutside The Box Creative Thinking Space
Powered by Can

Quennie Lim (Artist)

Rage Arts

Ruth Conover (Artist)

Sarah Cole (Artist)

Sarah Waldron (Artist)

Sandwell Archives

Sandwell Asian Family Support Service (SAFS)
Sandwell College

Sandwell Mela

Sandwell Valley

SCVO

SIPS

Simmi - Artist

Smethwick Heritage Centre

Spectra

Stan’s Cafe

SWEDA

The Art Yard

The Parakeet

The People’s Orchestra

We are Spectra

West Midlands Heritage Building Trust
Wild Lives Forest School

Women & Theatre

Your City & Metropolitan Hospitals Charity

& Sandwell Council Officers and Local Councillors
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https://1000tradesonthepark.org.uk/
https://wolverhamptonartscentre.co.uk/news/new-producers-spotlight-abigail-villarroel/
https://www.mac13soulphotographic.com/about
https://www.bcmdcultural.com/
https://www.bctouring.org.uk/
https://www.blackheritagewalksnetwork.com/
https://www.bearwood.cc/
https://bearwoodshuffleblog.wordpress.com/about/
https://www.bigbearmusic.com/
https://www.birminghamopera.org.uk/
https://www.birminghammusicarchive.com/
https://bclm.com/
https://bluesheepbooks.com/
https://brightyoungminds.org.uk/
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://cbso.co.uk/about-us/our-work?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAoae5BhCNARIsADVLzZfBzaRM3GQpeAuTYZQe72VgjEXHyKddF76pl1ELoUZVJxpAUkJipLQaAjqEEALw_wcB
https://chanceht.org/
https://www.curlgirlproductions.com/
https://www.creativeblackcountry.co.uk/
https://www.creatvhub.co.uk/home
https://www.dramaandsome.org/
https://www.ewacic.com/
https://www.ewacic.com/
https://sites.google.com/view/faithbrynelsinsights/home?authuser=0
https://www.facebook.com/FantasticJourneysCIC/
https://www.filmgagefestival.com/
https://www.infamousarts.co.uk/
https://www.kickstartsdance.co.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/stores/page/517AF09B-12C1-4908-99B6-EA0B6120C730
https://little-earthquake.com/
https://www.instagram.com/lukeperrysculptor/?hl=en-gb
https://medancecompany.co.uk/
https://methodinmotion.co.uk/
https://misfitsmusic.org.uk/
https://multistory.org.uk/
https://www.odriscollcollective.com/artistic-director.html
https://www.odriscollcollective.com/artistic-director.html
https://outsideleft.com/
https://www.facebook.com/OutsideTheBox.cts/
https://www.poweredbycan.org/
https://www.ragearts.org.uk/
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/archives/visit-archives-service
https://www.safscare.org/
https://www.safscare.org/
https://www.sandwell.ac.uk/opendays/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=sandwell-college-open-days-nov&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAoae5BhCNARIsADVLzZfBBrbouKlVUutTJYIkWfrBjfLhRKugp-F7pxDFccWZAcnK3VDB6KkaAkwaEALw_wcB
https://www.birminghammela.com/
https://www.visitsandwell.com/things-to-see-and-do/sandwell-valley-visitor-centre-p1414731
https://www.scvo.info/
https://www.sips.co.uk/
https://www.smethwick.org.uk/
https://wearespectra.co.uk/
https://stans.cafe/
https://sweda.org.uk/
https://www.mfaa.co.uk/
http://www.theparakeetstudio.com/
https://thepeoplesorchestra.com/
https://wearespectra.co.uk/
https://wmhbt.org.uk/blog/
https://www.facebook.com/WildLivesForestSchool/photos/?_rdr
https://womenandtheatre.co.uk/
https://www.swbh.nhs.uk/charity-fundraising/fundraising/
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	New Sandwell Artists Exhibition Now Open!
	Sandwell Council have teamed up with The Art Yard to launch a new art exhibition at the Council House in Oldbury. The exhibition is free to see and is open until 15th September  - go and check it out! A big thanks to the Art Yard for a fantastic exhibition! If anyone is interested in doing something similar, email Stacey!

	Tickets are available on Eventbrite
	Jazz Festival in Sandwell Is Nearly Here!
	Check out more information here

	CAPE CUSTARD (by Black Country Touring):  Get ready for a voyage like no other! Step inside our magical inflatable theatre and transport your family to the faraway shores of Cape Custard.
	'Cape Custard - A Lighthouse Adventure' is a thrilling, fun-filled quest where our heroes discover that the toughest repairs aren’t always mechanical. It’s a bright, bold, and heartwarming story about bridging the gap with those who feel different, and discovering what truly matters.
	A broken light on Cape Custard’s majestic lighthouse sets the scene for mystical mayhem and a madcap adventure. A lens fitter sent all the way from Smethwick’s famous Chance Glassworks meets Cape Custard’s unconventional keeper. Together, they’re on a mission to fix a life-saving marvel of modern technology.
	Stay on for crafting activities after the performance, inspired by the lighthouses built in the Chance Brothers Glassworks.
	Suitable for ages 3+  BSL interpreted
	Access information for each of the venues can be found at bctouring.org.uk/cape-custard
	Friday 24th July 2026 - 20th August at Black Country Venues Tickets here
	CAPE CUSTARD (by Black Country Touring):  Get ready for a voyage like no other! Step inside our magical inflatable theatre and transport your family to the faraway shores of Cape Custard.
	'Cape Custard - A Lighthouse Adventure' is a thrilling, fun-filled quest where our heroes discover that the toughest repairs aren’t always mechanical. It’s a bright, bold, and heartwarming story about bridging the gap with those who feel different, and discovering what truly matters.
	A broken light on Cape Custard’s majestic lighthouse sets the scene for mystical mayhem and a madcap adventure. A lens fitter sent all the way from Smethwick’s famous Chance Glassworks meets Cape Custard’s unconventional keeper. Together, they’re on a mission to fix a life-saving marvel of modern technology.
	Stay on for crafting activities after the performance, inspired by the lighthouses built in the Chance Brothers Glassworks.
	Suitable for ages 3+  BSL interpreted
	Access information for each of the venues can be found at bctouring.org.uk/cape-custard
	Friday 24th July 2026 - 20th August at Black Country Venues Tickets here
	Letters You’ll Never Send (by Corrie McGuire Management): 'Letters You'll Never Send' is a live theatre event.  An evening of juicy storytelling of revelations, secrets and healthy catharsis, from collected anonymous letters, performed by a bunch of incredible actors.
	Formed by Katie McGarry when she spent a summer writing 40 handwritten letters to people she knew, sealed them lovingly and then decided to NEVER EVER send them. Over her dead body! These were the things she could not say. The things that would shake the core of her relationships, hidden secrets she had kept for decades, things she never got to say to people she would never get to see again... Some heartbreaking, some hilarious and some downright cringeworthy. So she decided to create a show out of them - naturally. But she didn't just want her letters... she wanted YOURS as well. So she reached out to the internet and lo and behold, the letters started flooding in. Letters to dead relatives, to mothers, fathers, wives, first loves, ex-friends and more... and a show was born!
	The event includes drinks and nibbles upon arrival, please inform us if you have any allergies when you book your ticket.  DOORS OPEN 7pm.
	Tickets: https://bctouring.ssboxoffice.com/events/letters-youll-never-send/
	‘River Tours: The Avon’ Theatre Tour from Stans Cafe
	What makes a river special is what happens along it, on it and in it. Gather round Studio MEAD’s extraordinary three metre long textile map for a 55 minute tour of the world famous and much loved River Avon.
	Tour dates are between Saturday 1st August - Sunday 16th August. Going to venues along the River Avon, such as the RSC.
	Tour dates can be found via this link: https://stans.cafe/project/project-river-tours/river-tours-the-avon/

	Exhibition Artist Callout  Smethwick Puppetry Festival
	Smethwick Puppetry Festival 2027
	Exhibition Commission  About Smethwick Puppetry Festival
	Previous exhibitions

	What we are looking for
	Fee
	Who can apply?
	How to apply
	LAUNCH OF A BRAND NEW SHOW IN SANDWELL
	Spectra’s fantastic Community Company are performing at Wednesbury Museum and Art Gallery on Wednesday 8th July, with a brand-new show inspired by stained glass. There will be an afternoon and evening performance.
	Following the success of last year’s A Twist of Fete, this is not a performance to miss.
	Tickets are on sale now: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-we-make-it-tickets-1991354424690


	Job Opening at Spectra!
	Spectra is seeking a freelance Job Coach to work alongside two BOSS. trainees to support them to develop their skills, knowledge and experience over the course of a year.  BOSS. is a training programme for learning disabled people who are passionate about the arts making a positive difference in the world. In September, two trainees will join Spectra staff to learn about being leaders in an arts organisation over the course of one year. Find the full callout, including in Easy Read here: Your paragraph text Closing date: 5pm, Tuesday 7th July 2026 Terms: Freelance contract, September 2026 - September 2027 Fee: £14,332.50 Location: Hybrid - Sandwell, West Midlands, and working remotely We seek to support access costs where possible. Please don't hesitate to contact us to discuss further. If you need or would prefer the job description or the application form in another format, please contact eman@wearespectra.co.uk This role is made possible by funding from Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, Arts Council England and The National Lottery Community Fund - Reaching Communities
	A support video to add events on  Visit Sandwell is here!
	ADD YOUR EVENTS TO VISIT SANDWELL TODAY
	Do you know someone who wants to join the Sandwell Forum?  Email Stacey via: stacey_bagdi@sandwell.gov.uk



	Book Tickets  Here
	Join the Sandwell Cultural Forum
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