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SANDWELL October 2025
CULTU FORUM Newsletter

Funding available for community
groups from Arts Therapies UK

Arts Therapies UK currently have
funding to provide 6 free 1.5hr
therapeutic creative workshops to any
charity/ CIC or community group in

We are offering 6 x free 1.5hr workshops Sandwell thank you to our National

including all materials - for all community Lottery Community Fund grant.
groups across Sandwell.

DO YOU RUN COMMUNITY GROUPS IN SANDWELL?

Contact: See here for contact details

richardmole@artstherapiesuk.org.uk
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THIS MONTH'S FEATURED MEMBER 1S...
SANDWELL ARCHIVES

Sandwell Archives, also referred to as
Sandwell Community History and Archives
Service, collects and preserves original
archives and published material relating
to the history of Sandwell. If you are
interested in finding out more about local
history or tracing your family tree,
Sandwell Archives holds a vast wealth of
material to help you!

This year they have been successfulin To find out more about Sandwell Archives, visit their
receiving two grants from The National website here!
Archives!


https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/archives/visit-archives-service
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/archives/visit-archives-service
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TOIN OVR ROCK BAND!

a Friendly group For adults that sing
or play an instrument

no need to guided by rehearsals,
read music professional gigs and
notation leaders socials
YOVR FIRST SESSION S FREE

4T > Mondays from 7:15PM - 8:45PM
| p—42/ during term times.

Great Bridge Library

40 Sheepwash Lane, DY4 7JF

@ call: 07305 043160
email: hello@misfitsmusic.org.uk
“3  website: misfitsmusic.org.uk/trc

scan here

Sandwell Poetry Laureate Scheme
coming soon!

Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council, Charlotte McDermott, and a group of
incredible experts will be launching the Sandwell Poet Laureate Programme within the
next year! The Laureate scheme will seek to instate a Sandwell Poet Laureate and
Sandwell Young Poet Laureate, through the means of a writing competition with a
panel of proficient judges, that will be able to “tell the Sandwell Story and inspire the
people of Sandwell to maximise their own creative potential.”

To do this, a team of experts will be gathered that represent the diverse, multi-faceted
poetry community around the West Midlands and within Sandwell. We will launch an
open mic pilot in 2026 to bring people together and read, write, and above all perform
poetry in safe, accessible spaces, celebrating the beauty and unique twang of
Sandwell, the Black Country, and the surrounding areas. This project will unite
Sandwell and its towns under a poetical banner, providing opportunities for people of
different backgrounds to take part in workshops, open mic events, festivals, charity
fundraising, creative promotion, and many other delightful artistic ventures.




Celebrate our new community

orchard. Try different apples, apple
bakes, themed games, and help us
care for our trees. Have your own
apple tree? Bring along some apples
to share and compare!

21st October 3 - 4PM Free and

The Commons, Grove Lane for all

The community garden can be found outside Midland Metropolitan
University Hospital’s main entrance, near Costa and the grass circle
Email ruby@wearespectra.co.uk to find out more

. How to find us
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WANT TO SHAPE THE FUTURE
OF ART IN THE BLACK
COUNTRY?

JOIN OUR YOUTH
ARTS BOARD
MEETING

27.10.2025
18:30 - 19:30

6-7, St Michael's Court,
West Bromwich B70 S8ET

REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED
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The Youth Arts Board is a network of young creatives
shaping the future of arts in the Black Country. We
connect artists, share opportunities, and lead youth-
driven projects.

At our first online meeting, we talked about more local
support, mentorship, and exciting ideas like open mics,
exhibitions, workshops, and arts events.

Now we’re planning our first in-person meeting and we
want you to be part of it. Bring your ideas, meet other
creatives, and help us build a thriving arts scene in the

Black Country.

\

For more infomation or if interested contact:
darnellr@poweredbycan.org
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Join the Sandwell Cultural Forum
ADD YOUR EVENTS TO VISIT

S—— N OW

If you have an event in Sandwell, PLEASE
add it to Visit Sandwell by clicking here!

We want more Sandwell events on Visit

, , , Do you know someone who wants
Sandwell - if you need any help with adding L. °
events, please contact Stacey! to join the Sandwell Forum?
A support video to add . IIEomaclll.StaceZ V'T; )
e stacey_bagdi@sandwell.gov.u
Visit Sandwell is here! @

Lantern Celebration
Join Spectra on Thursday, 30th October, for their Lantern
celebration at The Commons. Between 1-3PM there will be
a free, drop-in, lantern-making workshop on Level 5 of
Midland Metropolitan University Hospital. The lantern
procession will begin just after 4PM at The Commons, with
lanterns created on the day and at art workshops with the
community. Enjoy warming mulled apple juice and a
relaxing sonic experience as the autumnal night draws in.

To find out more about The Commons, including travel,
the access guide and audio description, visit
wearespectra.co.uk/the-commons. Please email
ruby@wearespectra.co.uk if you have any questions



https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://www.visitsandwell.com/information/submit-event
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
https://vimeo.com/1047105955
http://wearespectra.co.uk/the-commons
mailto:ruby@wearespectra.co.uk

INFAMOUS ARTS PRESENT

THE T0Y MAKER

A FAMILY FESTIVE SHOW OF
TRADITIONAL STORIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD

“ABSOLUTELY GRAGKING SHOW. SO 600D TO HEAR DARKER STORIES ABOUT THE
WINTER SEASON. BEAUTIFULLY WRITTEN, PERFORMED, EXEGUTED AND THE
DESIGN HAD L.OADS OF DELIGHTS AND SURPRISES"

“BEAUTIFUL SHOW, LOOK FORWARD TO WATGHING IT AGAIN. ENEGAEGING,
INVENTIVE, INFORMATIVE AND FUN - EVERY THING YOU WANT IN A SHOW]"

“VERY LOVELY STORY, MY KIDS LOVED IT. THANK YOU VERY MUGH"

DEVISED & CREATED BY
MATT LLOYD JACK TROW 7




INSPIRED BY VARIOUS TRADITIONAL FESTIVE STORIES FROM AROUND THE
WORLD, VISIT THE TOYMAKER IN HIS WORKSHOP AS HE PREPARES TO €0 OUT ON
HIS DELIVERIES. A STORYTELLING PERFORMANGE, PERFORMED BY ONE AGTOR
WHO SKILFULLY ANIMATES VARIOUS PUPPETS AND PROPS TO WEAVE TOGETHER
ALL THE DIFFERING STORIES TO GREATE A FUNNY, ANARGHIG, MOVING AND
BEAUTIFUL. JOURNEY THROUEH VARIOUS GULTURES AND MAKES FOR VISUALLY
STUNNINEG THEATRE.

THIS IS A 25 MINUTE PERFORMANGE AND TWO SHOWS AT THE SAME VENUE GAN
BE PRESENTED IN ONE DAY AND IS FLEXIBLE RECARDING PERFORMANGE
DELIVERY 80 WE GAN MEET THE NEEDS OF FESTIVALS, SCHOOL S, GOLL.EGES,
AND ARTS VENUES. THE PERFORMANGE IS SUITABLE FOR FAMILIES AND FOR ALL
AGES OVER 5 YEARS
THE TOYMAKER IS TEGHNIGALLY SELF-SUFFIGIENT AND TOURS WITH IT'S OWN
SOUND EQUIPMENT AND LIGHTING AND WOULD REQUIRE AGGESS TO AT LEAST 4 X
ISAMP SOGKETS. FOR VENUES WITH THEIR OWN FIXED LIGHTING RIé A WARM

6ENERAL GOVER IS REQUESTED AS IS LARGER VENUES WITH IN HOUSE PA
SYSTEMS WE MAY REQUIRE TO RUN OUR SOUND THROUGH.
PERFORMANGE SPAGE NEEDED IS 2M DEPTH X 5M WIDTH MINIMUM, WITH 8M
HEIGHT, AND IS AN END ON PERFORMANGE.

[FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND TOUR BOOKINGS PLEASE GONTAGT
INFO@INFAMOUSARTS.GO.UK
0121 439 5410
WWW.INFAMOUSARTS.GO.UK






https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/5
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/3
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/2
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/museums/get-involved-activities-whats-sandwell-museums/4
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/sandwell-libraries-and-archives












https://www.dgtorrensauthor.com/post/spotlight-jim-big-bear-simpson
https://www.dgtorrensauthor.com/post/spotlight-jim-big-bear-simpson
https://xrvu4.mjt.lu/nl3/yNsiVb4NuA_HaBxIjWv8_g?hl=en
https://xrvu4.mjt.lu/nl3/E4ka8MOo0YxtFc5WXgbHuw?hl=en
https://xrvu4.mjt.lu/nl3/E4ka8MOo0YxtFc5WXgbHuw?hl=en
https://xrvu4.mjt.lu/nl3/M65999GnrB8rh345E1Wedg?hl=en
https://xrvu4.mjt.lu/nl3/SqaUxn-k94AIya6rErIrEQ?hl=en
https://xrvu4.mjt.lu/nl3/YOxy20gTcB-Kq3SY6bKbzQ?hl=en
https://xrvu4.mjt.lu/nl3/YOxy20gTcB-Kq3SY6bKbzQ?hl=en









https://1000tradesonthepark.org.uk/
https://1000tradesonthepark.org.uk/
https://www.bctouring.org.uk/
https://bearbookshop.co.uk/
https://www.bearwood.cc/
https://bearwoodshuffleblog.wordpress.com/about/
https://www.bigbearmusic.com/
https://www.birminghamopera.org.uk/
https://bluesheepbooks.com/
https://www.birminghammusicarchive.com/
https://www.birminghammusicarchive.com/
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://cbso.co.uk/about-us/our-work?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAoae5BhCNARIsADVLzZfBzaRM3GQpeAuTYZQe72VgjEXHyKddF76pl1ELoUZVJxpAUkJipLQaAjqEEALw_wcB
https://cbso.co.uk/about-us/our-work?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAoae5BhCNARIsADVLzZfBzaRM3GQpeAuTYZQe72VgjEXHyKddF76pl1ELoUZVJxpAUkJipLQaAjqEEALw_wcB

